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Reply to: 2820

Date: June 22, L992

Vernal Mortensen
Coastal States Energy Co.
L75 Easc 400 South
sui re 800
SaIr Lake clry, Urah 841,11

Dear Vernal:

We received your Letter dated June 15, 1992 ln regard to proposed nining under
Burnout Creek and your concern regarding recent reviews of this action by the
Forest Sertt ice.

You contend that lt has always been your lntent to rnine under Burnout Creek and
that approval for this nLning was obtalned through approval of the initial
Mining and Reclarnatlon Plan and subsequent revisions, based on the initial L979
Environmental ftnpact Statement (EIS) for Development of Coal Resources in
Central Utah prepared by the Department of Interior. We agree that approval of
the initial MRP was based on the L979 EIS and an Environmental Assessment (EA)
completed by the Forest Senrice ln 1980.

It is our posltlon that the current Land and Resource Management Plan for the
Manti-La Sal National Forest conpleted ln 1986 (Forest Plan) requires speeif ic
measures for the protectlon of perennlal dratnages. lhe Forest Plan requires
the incorporation of Forest Senrlce Special Coal Lease Stipulat ion No. 9 (Forest
Plan, Appendix B, Page B-4) into coal leases at the t ine of evaluation or
readjustment where protection of perennial drainages is identified as a
concern. The st ipulat lon was lneluded in Federal Coal Lease U-044076 (Special
Stipulat ion No. L2) when the lease was readJusted in 1985. This st ipulat ion
requires specific approvai prior Eo unciertaklng nlnlng operatlons that could
resulE in subsidence of perennlal streams.

Burnout Creek was ldentified as a perennLal drainage in the EIS prepared for
rerouting a segnent of Questar Plpellne Conpany's Matnllne 41. It also
determined that Upper Huntington Creek, including Burnout Creek, has been
designated by the State of Utah Dlwislon of ll l ldllfe Resources as the only
cert i f ied disease free source of eggs for raising Yellowstone (Strawberry)
Cutthroat Trout for stocking purposes.

Given that terms of the Federal coal lease requires approval of nining
activities that could cause subsLdence of perennial streams, and given that
Burnout Creek has been classif ied as a perennlal stream (co the forks), a Forest
Senrice decision ls necessary lf longwall nining is to occur beneath Burnout
Creek. In reviewlng the L979 EIS, we ftnd that si te-specif ic analysis relat ive
to Burnout Creek does not exist tn sufficient detall for a decision to be rnade
without further analysls.



lf,e note your concerns for economLc vtablllty and maxlnum resource recovery.
However, ES the surface management agency, w€ cannot pernlt surface resources to
be compromised sinpLy to achieve these goals. I1te Forest Servlce consent
authorLty granted by the Federal Coal Leasing Amendments Act of L975 will be
exercised to ensure that necessary anaLyses have been conpleted prlor to
consentlng to the appllcable Mtnlng and Reclamation Plan.

Feel free to contact Aaron Howe or Charlle Janklewlcz at our offlce ln Prlce,
UEah lf you would llke te further dlscuss this matter.

S incerely ,

/s/ Aaton L. Howe
for
GEORGE A. MORRIS
Forest Superrrisor
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Glen Ztrnwalt
Utah Fuel Conpany
P.  O.  Box  719
Helper, Utah 84526

Lowell Braxton
State of Utah Natural Resources
Division of O11, Gas and Mining
355 l,Iest North Tenple
3 Triad Center, Suite 350
salt Lake clry, urah 84180-1203

Roger Zortman
Bureau of Land Management
Moab DLstr ict
P .  O .  Box  97O
Moab, Urah 84532


